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1. Fore" Posse, 


Tae Aryavarta [Ranchi] of the 26th November has the following ;— 
Z L , Colonel Markwell, in his letter to tes Times on 
Colonel Markwell’s advice to the subject of the Kabul Mission, says that it would 
the Auer. | be to the interest of his subjects 7 the Amir of 
Kabul permits the English to construct railways and open trade in his eountry. 
He would in this way not only increase the revenue of his State but protect the 
country from any foreign invasion. The English will also have done their part 
of the duty laid upon them by the terms of the treaty with the Amir. ‘The 
aper then warns the English Government to proceed very cautiously, as the 
Kabulie are a very irritable people, so that one may not lose his eyes in going 

to ask for sight only. ; 

2. The Gharbandhy [Ranchi] of the lst December says that, having been 
3 cured of his wound by the treatment of the ‘English 
a hysician, Major Bird, the Amir has become 
favourably disposed towards the British nation. He has therefore agreed to 
the proposal of the Government of India to receive a Mission which is now on 
its way to Kabyl. On the other hand, he is a little alarmed at the conduct 


of Russia and fears the Russians wight come and plunder his singer | He 
therefore means to increase his army by the addition of 30,000 men and build 


a fort at Herat. | 

3. The Roznama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 5th Decem- 

ss ber has the following :- | 

— a One of the objects of the Kabul Mission, it is 
said, is to settle the question of establishing telegraphic communication 
between Afghanistan and India. The measure is calculated to be of immense 
benefit to the former country, provided the laying of the lines be left to the 
Afghans. The most important question, however, which is likely to form the 
subject of discussion between the Amir and the Government of India, will be 
in regard to the frontier and its inhabitauts, specially the Afridis. The 
question will, of course, present a great difficulty, as the country is nominally 
under the Amir’s sovereignty and he is going to recruit 50,000 soldiers from 
among the Afridis. Butthe Amir may give up his claim to that land for a 
substantial consideration. | 


II.—Home ApmMInistrATION. 


(a)-— Police. 


4. The Srt Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
30th November writes :— 
_ ‘There is a rnmonr abroad that Government 
intends establishing Panchayeti Courts in every 
thana. The village panchayets are to bethe presidents of the Union Committees 
and are to be armed with third-class magisterial powers. They are also to be 
given pee to try petty debtor-and-creditor suits, like the Munsifs. The 
chaukidars gre to be placed under the orders of this Panchayeti Magistrate. 
The police are to have no authority over them. Summonses are to be served 
through these chaukidars, The suggestion is excellent, But the majority of 
the existing class of panchayets are utterly unfitted for the exercise of these 
anges powers by reason of their low social status, their defective education, 
and the general absence of all sense of public duty. We have yet no 
authoritative statement if Government really proposes to make any such change 
as that outlined above. If it does, it should take the public into its confidence 
before finally deciding the question. 
5, Referring to the deputation of Mr. Savage, on special duty, to report 
Shs eaebtiiet on the measures necessary to bring about an 
sh dean: canes improvement of the chaukidari system, the 
 Kasipur Nivasi (Barisal) of the 30th November points out that all real reform 
in this matter must turn on the selection of an honest class of men for the post 
of village panchayet. Further, the chaukidars should be men up to their work, 
who shoyld, like the town policemen, be required to patrol their heats and 
assist in keeping the peace. They should also be required to keep an 
siiandenes 1a which should be dsily countersigned by some respectable 
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inhabitants of the village, and should be periodically inspected by the panchayet 
and the thana police.officer. Formerly the chaukidars and panchayets oe to 
be elected by the whole village. The recent modifications of that system have 
led to the perpetration of favouritism and corruption. 7 

6. Referring to the 5. omg of Mr. Savage, Commissioner of the 


The proposed chaukidari reform. cca Division, to enquire and report on the 


of the 1st December says that the late agitation in the Press regarding the 
chaukidari oppression has borne fruit, and Government is about to take steps to 
remove the grievances of the people, who ought now to do their duty in this 
connection. Educated men in each village should take the lead and produce 
reliable evidence before Mr. Savage of the unsatisfactory manner in which 
village chaukidars keep watch, of the dishonest means by which unscrupulous 
men secure their appointment as panchayets, and of the oppressions which the 
poor suffer on account of the chaukidari-tax. : 

7. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 30th November draws attention 
to the following case of police oppression. The 
local settlement office is in course of removal from 
Midnapore to Contai, and carts had to be found to convey the records and 
furniture. It is alleged that for this purpose the local policemen forcibly seized 
cartmen who had come from the mufassal to the town, perhaps for a single day 
and took them to the nearest thana. The cartmen had no opportunity o 
informing their families of the long time they were expected to be absent, nor of 
providing themselves with the warm clothing necessary for the long  egoas 
All this trouble might have been avoided if the work of getting.the carts 
together had been entrusted to some contractors instead of to the police. __ 

8. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 1st December publishes the 
case of a man named Sitikantha Datta, aged about 
20 years, an inhabitant of Sayer-Bakra, a village in 
the Onda thana of the Bankura district, who, while going home through 
Raniganj on the 30th July last, was falsely offered a post on Rs. 30 and then 
sent to Assam asa cooly. He is now in the Lidu Hospital, in thana Margaret, 


A case of police oppression. 


A cooly case. 


district Dibrugarh. The man can read and write, and has written the 


following letter :— 


“Brajanath Nandi and Syama Charan Das, vf Raniganj, made me over to the depdt of 
Khudiram Misra and Giris Chandra Mukerji. The depdét-walla cralaned me at ‘once. I 
reached Dibrugarh on the 5th August. The names of the proprietors of the coal-mines are 
Messrs. Hawkin and Farban. The Company is named Assam Railway and Trading Oo., Ld. 
The. depét-walla sent me under a false name. My real name is Sitikantha Datta, but I have 
been chalaned under the name of Ram Kamar. 1 am an inhabitant of the Bankura district 


but in the agreement Birbhum district has been written. I am a Tambuli by caste, but 
have been chalaned as a Kamar.” 


It is to be hoped that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will take due 
notice of the sad case of this helpless man and have his agreement cancelled. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


9. The Birbhum Varia [Birbhum] of the 5th December complains of the 

ss ” eee) aa inconvenience caused by Babu Manmatha Nath 
uelunee “ery Sen, a Deputy Magistrate at the sadar station of 
Birbhum, holding his Court at night, Criminal and 


mutation cases are often taken up just at evening. The Court sometimes holds 
its sittings even on days notified as holidays. : 


(c)—Jails. 


10. The Kasipur Nivasi [Barisal] of the 830th November draws attention 


: to the conduct of the warders of the Barisal Jail 

Be wr an be by og when employed in supervising the work of the 

i prisoners engaged in making bricks in the Govern- 

ment brick-factory on the Lakhutia Road. This road is used by villagers from 

the mufassal on their way to thetown when carrying supplies of fresh vegetables 

for the town markets, and it is alleged that the warders snatch vegetables 

away from the hands of these villagers, and falsely accuse innocent men of 
having held conversation with the prisoners. 3 


chaukidari system in Bengal, the Sanjivani (Calcutta) . 


o~ te set heel 


a - —_ ye «6S ona ep. ; 
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. Jt is further pointed out that. there is.a temporary bridge over the Chota 
Bharani Canal at Nathullabad, made by the: prisoners ont of: felled trees for 
convenience of crossing and recrossing. This bridge obstructs the passage.of all 
boats, small or large, and the prisoners, if. called on to take it up for a time, 
refuse, declaring that they are not the servants of anybody and everybody who 
chooses to give them orders. 


(d)— Education. 


11. Referring to the recent Sener eae of the Lieutenant-Governor on Boxpwan Saxsrvan, 
The Lieutenant-Governor at the the subject of free education at’ the Burdwan Raj Yor. 2b, 1904 


% College, the Burdwan Sanjivanit [Burdwan] of the 
munch ee 29th November writes :— 


What a woful day for the country! We ask for nothing new at His 
Honour’s hands. We simply pray that our existing educational facilities may not 
be reduced or discontinued. Let not the zamindars of Bengal, acting on hints 
thrown out by him, adopt a policy which will prove a real hardship to thousands 
of poor Bengali students. Let not fees be established in a college where 
education has hitherto been imparted free. Let not His Honour - cast an 
indelible stain on his own fair fame by bringing about the destruction of an 
institution, the maintenance of which forms part of the religious duties of great. 
men. Let His Honour do nothing which may — him the ill-will of the 
people of Bengal in any shape. We only pray His Honour to permit the 
continuance of the old salutary traditions of the Burdwan Raj in the matter. 
We have firm faith that a careful consideration of the matter will’ yet persuade 
His Honour to stay his hand, and it is this faith which leads us to make the 
present appeal. ae 

12, Commenting on the new list of Fellows for ‘the reconstituted Univer- sx1Sa1 visuxo 

- sity of Calcutta, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priga-o-Ananda Basan Patnima, 

opie nem list of Fellows for the Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 30th November Nov. 30th, 1904. 

alcutta University. : : 

notices a predominance of the European element 
in the new Senate, like that now existing in the Calcutta Municipality. 
Practically, the University and the Municipality are now turned into Govern- 
ment departments. Any expression of independent opinion by the native 
members can only lead to useless provocation, and can do no real good. This 
being the case, would it not be better for the few independent native members 
to withdraw altogether from the University? Another consideration which 
counsels the same course of action is the fact that the Universities Act was 
passed in utter defiance of unanimous and strong protests from the entire native 
public. It is desirable therefore that the people should have as little to do with 
this Act in its actual working as they can possibly help. Dissociation with 
measures of this kind is absolutely required if the fast-vanishing self-respect of 
the nation is still to be preserved. Government is evidently pursuing 2 


systematic policy of bringing all departments of public activity under the 
control of the State. 


18. Referring to the list of Fellows of the Calcutta University recently ss* Bashi” 


bed e ® Deo, lat, 1904. 
,, published in the Government Gazette, the Bihar 
om Gheae me. Oe Ce 0 ( Bankipur } of the Ist December 
-remarks:— 


It appears that, like the Corporation of Calcutta, the Calcutta University 
has also become the property of the Government, and so Lord Curzon’s wishes 
have been fulfilled. The paper, while glad to see the names of two Biharis, 
viz., Mr. Sharif-ud-din, Barrister-at-Law, and Babu Bhagvati Sahai, M.A., B L.; 
Assistant Inspector of Schools, Patna Division, for the first time included in the 
list, is no less sorry at the omission of the Hon'ble Babu Saligram Singh's 
name from it, and remarks that even the University has shut its eyes and 
allowed the name of such a well-known member of the University 
omitted. | , ee ee 

14, The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 2nd December com 5 MampeCrensna, 
usalman Dee. 2nd, 1904. 
The new list of Fellows for the the inadequate representation of the 


| 1st OF | | Senate of the University 
Calcutta University ° oe m ge 2 ' i out that there are 


only three Musalmans out of the total of 64 Fellows. No dearth of qualified 
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men can be pleaded as an excuse, for the old Senate could certainly furnieh the 
new one with men like Maulvi Muhammad Yusuff, Nawab Syed Amir Hossain, 
Maulvi Abul Khair Muhammad Siddiq, Maulvi Shamsul Huda, Maulvi Abdul 
Karim, Maulvi Khodabux Khan Bahadur, Mr, Abal Hossain, Shame-ul-Ulama 
Shekh Muhammad Gilani, Maulvi Ataor Rahman, Maulvi Syed Ashrafuddin, 
and Maulvi Abdul Jabbar. , 


15. Referring to the notification of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Bengal, requiring authors of text-books for use in 


Director of Public Instruc- : . Te 
pa ee ee bject of schools to include therein certain biographical 


lect. bolts fae wibsols. selections from the lives of Hindu, Muhammaden 

and Christian worthies, such as would inculeate in 
the pupils habits of order, diligence, and truthfulness, combined witb submission 
to authority and. reverence to their elders, the Bihar Bandhu [Bankipur’] of the 
1st December doubts the usefulness of such a mixed selection for boys of any 
one of the classes mentioned. 


16. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 4th December writes:— 

Shc eda ews The Kindergarten system, which is purely a 
adaptability ay India. product of the West, has been recently introduged 
into the primary schools in Bengal. That this 
system of instruction is an excellent one admits of no doubt. But it is 
nothing but madness to attempt to impart instruction according to this method 
with the help of only a few common materials. In Western countries the 
pupils live with their teachers day and night; the schools are carefully 
fitted with expensive and suitable materials of all kinds, and the necessary 

funds are supplied by the Government, the landlords, and the missionar 
associations. But in a poor country like India, where the school-masters do 
not get their pay regularly, where schools cease to exist the moment Govern- 
ment grants-in-aid are withdrawn, and where pupils come in contact with their 
teachers only for five or six hours during the day, is it not madness to try to 
introduce the Kindergarten system? It should be remembered that in this 
country the chalk is handed to the native boy to learn to write not before 
he is five years of age. He is not certainly sent to school earlier. What, then, 
is the use of teaching him the names of the particular limbs of dogs and 
jackals or the names of birds? Such things might with advantage be taught 
to boys two or three years old. What can be more ridiculous than to ask 
the son of 4 cultivator the name of the tail of a cat, who every day sees his 
father drive plongh-cattle by twisting their tails? When a new system is 
sought to be introduced, it is important that attention should be paid to the 
environments, The fact that children two or three years old do not read in 
our schools should not be lost sight of. At least two or three thousand rupees 
should be spent for each school to make it suitable for the instruction .of 
pupils according to the new method, It would be childish to begin to teach 
them with the help of materials such as a ball of clay, a brass plate and an 
earthen ts We must say, in conclusion, that we do not believe any 


good will come of the new system of teaching in this land of indigent 
agriculturists. | : 


17. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 4th December seys that 40 


students have been selected this year to compete 


Pl ee age for the ten middle scholarships, and 36 students 


Dacea district for the nine upper primary scholarships from the 
schools in the Dacca district, at the rate of - ene 
student from each middle school and nine from upper primary schools in eaeh 
subdivision. What a nice arrangement this! (Can any person have the hardi- 
hood to deny after this that primary education has been knocked on the 
head? According to this arrangement there ought to be exactly 40 middle 
schools in the Dacca district, neither more nor less, and similarly in esek 
subdivision only nine upper primary schools, in order that Government patronage 
may be- y distributed to all. That the newly established system has 
been devised only to murder primary education admits of no doubt whatever. 
Thoughtful persons who have the good of their country at heart should 
. seriously ponder over the situation and decide what should be done. 


° n ‘ ee 
SBCs ol A ee 
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18. The Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 5th December says that 

_3:, if the Government, instead of sending annually 

_a number of Indian students to Europe for the 

purpose of learning arts and industries, sees its way to open some factories and 

other works in this country for imparting similar instruction to Indian 
students. the country might be much more benefited. 


19. The Nikar [Contai] of the 6th December complains that although 
the year is about to expire, the scholarship list 
for the pathsalas in the district of Midnapore has 
not yet been made public. It is not quite clear 
if anybody is much to blame for this delay, but it is pointed out that the 
local senior Deputy Inspector of Schools has continued at this one place for 
seven or eight years, and that he should, in the interests of the public, be now 
transferred elsewhere. | 


20. The Swadesi [Barisal] of the 6th December observes that at present 
the usual rule for candidates for the Entrance 
Examination from a high school is to cease attend- 
ing their classes after the ‘ Test examination.” 
It is a salutary rule, for there is thus an interval gained between the “test” 
examination and the final examination, during which the candidate, instead 
of f: llowing the general routine at his class, finds time to attend to his own 
peculiar difficulties and shortcomings. It is regrettable therefore that in 
the Barisal Zilla School a notice has been recently issued insisting on 
all the candidates continuing in their regular attendance and not permitting 
them to be absent during the interval above referred to. It is rumoured that 
the Divisional Inspector of Schools is at the bottom of this new order. It is 
to be hoped that in the interests of the students this order will be withdrawn. 


Industrial education in India. 
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(e)—Locel Self-Government and Municipal Adminstration. 


21. Referring to the recent Government Resolution on the working of the 
Calcutta Municipality, the Sri Sri Vishnu-Pry+o- 
Ananda Lazar Pairika {Calcutta] of the 30th 
November remarks that, about the report cf the 
Special Committee, the Lieutenant-Governor 
records the opinion that the members of that Committee were mostly 
opponents of the existing Municipal Act, and that they cannot therefore be 
expected to “ew any appreciation of the successful points of the new 
Municipality. It is pointed out, however, that nubody condemns the Munici- 
pality as an absolute failure in all respects. And about the want of appre- 
ciation from which the Municipality is said to be suffering, surely there is 
appreciation enough when no less a personage than His Honour himself 
condescends to sing its praises. It matters nothing to the authorities if 
nobody else is found to appreciate the working of the new Municipality. The 
Special Committee gave its own honest opinion after a careful examination of 
the facts. The Lieutenant-Governor, relying merely on written reports and 
other second-hand information, has attempted to belittle the value of that 
opinion by calling it one-sided. As regards the tone of the Lieutenant- 
Governor's own Resolution, though a semblance of an attempt at maintaining 
impartiality may be noticed, the animating spirit of the document is distinctly 
one of partiality. Like the odour of the musk, the smell of official one- 
sidedness pervades the whole atmosphere of this apparently impartial review. 
Of course, the working of the new Municipality is bound to be 9 success in 
the eyes of the Government. A daughter may be ugly, but there is nothing 
unnatural if her parents still look upon her as a peerless paragon of beauty. 
Improvement of sanitation is the criterion by which the success of a Munici- 
ty should be principally judged. Since the establishment of the new 
nicipality, the roads en | i, have not been properly cleaned; im e 
northern parts specially, the smaller lanes are so foul that it is a sort o 
nance to have to walk through them. ‘ Refuse thrown out on the streets 
rom houses is allowed to accumulate there. The cisterns in the con 
privies do not always a supply of water sufficient for flushing PrP The 
All these are facts which no man who has eyes and ears can ignore, %! 


The recent Government Reso'u- 
tion on the working of the Calcutta 
Municipality. 


NiHaR, 
Deo, 6th, 1904. 


SWaDEs!, 
Dec. 6th, 1904, 


Sri Sai VisHnvu 
PRIY4-0-ANANDA 
BazaR PaTRika, 


Nov. 30th, 1904. 


* sy 


ha Pri Sf - Ne Rape ene Hae — ~ 
WS ee in . ~ heres A 
Stee ae craks: wad 3s Day Mth ie een. S 


; we ax ” PRON ¥ an i eeteaae Sot eee ; 
ee sie a a .. Qt Ae EA sere, > % s 2 = 
ree ; 3 FOR Ee ee eee re a S70 iti a iin - ' 
a Ret: Rakes Hite cs SAP ae _ EE Ae : . SS Se ree = FAO eT LY SEE WYRE 
I Se I OE re ste te mo ceeer~ ety Se ern ig new 
ie ie > < Su 


PRR Sa 


SAEED ES LION LE Ge S 
We NE ERLE BAER SA ae SUE Phys Gm — 


4 aw ia 
de wwe tevin NGOG saa leita ak de 2 7. re” _—— “Nee caantad aes " . ‘ 
m4 . roe ‘ eee ene. “ Ses * ~ peer ee - sprite’ <2 o adeaads eas " 3 A a . re . 
ON Rt ac RP Ae eine cdi cai Re % ee | RR a : a: " ; * dani: sone wee 
J ; “ — LS ; aia ee sr AF tet oop) the Bye SR - mee SS eo ee oe 
> i. 2 4 : * . - . ° e 
i 0 IRE a ng 
aN rs S82 en NIE oo 
= * vow a 
canst cin 


ty Or ee 


hel “ata eS ay 
- aie Sa 
¥ 


ane po ae” 
sa) AOSD 


BaNGAVASI, 


Deo, 5rd, 1904. 


BaNJIVANI, 


Dec. Ist, 1904, 


BIRBHUM VaRTa, 
Dec. 5th, 1904, 


Hitavapl, 


Dec. 2nd, 1°04, 


( 1108 ) 


istory of the ue shows that the epidemic is severe in alternate years, 
rp eegens Pd lent ye was a mild one, the probability is that the next 
visitation will be a severe one. It is the duty of Government now to stir up 
the Municipality to a sense of its duties instead of encouraging it to continue in 
its present state of inactivity and indifference by praises and congratulations. 
But it seems that even this small boon of just and impartial criticism is not to 
be expected from Government at the present crisis, The country is apparently 
being left to travel it knows not whither. 

22. Referring to the recent Government Resolution on the annual report 

The G + Resclation on 08 the working of the Calcutta Municipality, the 
the work of the Calcutta Munici- Bangavasi [ Calcutta} of the 38rd December 
pality. : writes :— 

We have now arrived at the final stage of a long controversy. The 
working of the Calcutta Municipality has been criticised by the Special 
Committee and then defended by Mr. Allen, the late Chairman, The finishing 
touches to the debate are now put by Sir A. Fraser. His Honour has attempted 
to prove that there is no ground for alarm. In his eyes the Calcutta Munici- 
pality may be compared to the moon. The moon has certainly its spots, but 
they are hidden in the general halo of its rays. Similarly, the Municipality 
may have defects, but they are nowhere compared with its merits. The 
Commissioners who condemned the working of the Municipality have them- 
selves come in for a measure of dispraise at His Honour’s hands. For it is 
said that they are not strictly impartial, and have looked only to the failures 
and not to the successes, This certainly is dispraise for the Commissioners 
concerned, But the work they have done, although it may have brought 
them official censure, has not been quite in vain. For the Resolution gives 
ground for hope that henceforth the authorities will keep a strict watch on 
the doings of the Municipality. We notice one particular omission in this 
Resolution—there is no reference in it to the allegation made in public meeting 
that Mr. Allen attempted privately to secure the support of the Bengal - 
Chamber of Commerce, behind the back of Mr. Bertram, who was their dul 
constituted representative on the Corporation. Many people expected to find 
such a; reference and have consequently been disappointed by its omission. 
A perusal of this Resolution should teach the people what a fine show local 
self-government is making in Bengal. Another ominous thing in this 
Resolution is the portent of coming increased taxation. 

23, The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 1st December publishes the letter of 
a correspondent from Simla, a village in the Bogra 
district, in which it is stated that malaria of a bad. 
type prevails in Simla, Betchair, Chandaikona, 
Madhyabhag and other adioining villages. The villagers are suffering greatly 
and most of them have not the means to avail themselves of medical aid. ‘The 
writer suggests that the District Magistrate should enquire into the state of 
things in those villages, not through the police, but by some other agency, and 
arrange to supply medical aid and proper diet to the poor free of cost. 

24. A correspondent of the Birbhum Varta [Birbhum] of the 5th Decem- 

Cholera at Nethetl in Bicbh ber draws attention to the outbreak of an epidemic 
eee of cholera at Nalhati and neighbouring villages. 
About ten to fifteen new cases are daily reported. It is pointed out that the 
prospects of the local crops this season are not hopeful, and that consequently 
the poor sufferers do not dare to draw upon their scanty resources to pay for 
medical aid. Government relief measures are therefore urgently needed, 
A charitable dispensary should be established at some suitable point in the 
locality, and the existing arrangements for the supply of pure drinking water 
to the inhabitants improved. 
20. Recurring to the subject of the alleged mismanagement of the 


wi ee ee Sambhunath Pandit-Hospital, Bhowanipur, Calcutta 
Hospital, Bhowanipur, Calcutta, | 0ticed in paragraph 40 of the Report on Native 
? _ Papers in Bengal for the week ending the «rd 

December 1904}, the Hitavaat Lege g of the 2nd December publishes the 
statements of one Nani Gopal Roy, of Kalighat, Iswar Ganguly’s pram These 
statements were duly recorded on the 26th November last as an affidavit in 
the Court of the District Mugistrate of Alipore. It appears irom the deposition 
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of this person that he was admitted into the above hospital on the 2nd August 
last to undergo an operation for an abdominal abscess, It is alleged that. after 
the operation had been performed, the wound did not properly heal up, and 
that though this fact was repeatedly brought to the notice of Dr. Hazra, he 
refused to take any notice of it. The diet supplied left much to be-desired 
both as regards quantity and quality. ‘The wound was not always properly 
dressed, as a supply of gauze was not always available. Dr. Hazra took proper 
care only of such patients as could pay him. He used to be absent from the 
hospital premises in the morning and after 11 o'clock a.m., being evidentl 
engaged in private practice. On the 19th September, yielding to the repeated 
importunities of Dr. Hazra, the patient left the hospital, although his wound 
remained still open. About twenty days after leaving the hospital, the patient 
gave Dr. Hazra a private call at his house. He was still suffering from his open 
wound. Dr. Hazra came and examined the affected part, and diagnosed a 
sinus. He suggested to the patient to return to the hospital, and promised to 
take better care of his case than he had previously done. But warned b 
his former experiences of neglect and ill-treatment at. the hospital, the patient 
prefers to meet his impending death at his home. 

In drawing attention to this deposition, the paper observes that an 
-immediate inquiry into these allegations is desirable, as the person making 
them is about to die. No fair inquiry is to be expected from Dr. Brown, 
because Dr. Hazra supplies him with cases for private practice. The paper 


also suggests an enquiry into the antecedents of Dr. Girindra Babu, of the — 


‘‘ Star Medical Hall,” whose name has often cropped up in connection with 
these allegations, ‘The circumstances which led to Girindra Babu’s dismissal 
from the service of the North British Mercantile Insurance Company, and the 
conditions under which medicines are supplied by his firm to the hospital are 
points which call for elucidation. It is understood that some time ago this 
Girindra Babu acted as a ‘‘ guard” in the Entrance Examination Hall. 
Connection with the hospital on the part of a medical man who is compelled to 
eke out his income in this fashion 1s certainly curious and seems to demand 
inquiry. 

’ 6, Referring to the recent revision of the plague rules, the Bangavasi 
[Calcutta] of the %8rd December observes that 
Government has placed a sum of Rs. 50,000 at the 
disposal of the Commissioners for plague relief and considers itself absolved 
from further pecuniary responsibilities in this connection. Of this sum, 
Rs. 30,000 are to go to the Patna Division, Rs. 10,000 to the Bhagalpur 
Division, and Rs. 5,000 to the Presidency Division. All further expenses 
are expected to be met by the public. So let the Municipalities and 
District Boards and the zamindars prepare for fresh calls on _ their 
resources. In the Government resolution His Honour makes it quite 
clear that the relaxation of the severity of the plague rules does not mean any 
lessening of the responsibilities now resting with the local bodies in regard 
to this question. As a matter of fact, however, the responsibilities of 
these bodies are now increased rather than diminished. For, except in the 
Patna, Bhagalpur and Presidency Divisions, henceforth all expenditure in 
connection with plague relief measures must be borne by the local Municipalities 
and District Boards. The supply of medicines, the building of camps, payment 
of compensation for the destruction of infected articles and the support of the 
widows and orphans of those who have died from the plague—all these will 
now form a charge on the Municipalities and the District Boards, The 
Lieutenant-Governor has appealed to the generosity of the local zamindars 
to aid the Municipalities and District Boards in this work of relief. It will be 
the duty of the District Magistrate concerned to use his influence with the 
local zamindars for this purpose. This will not be a very difficult thing for 
them todo, There is no doubt that a simple request from the Magistrate 
will be enough, and the zamindar will be glad to comply. It comes to this, 
then, that Government transfers a portion of its pecuniary burdens to the 
shoulders of the public. It is a question of grave doubt if the public will 
prove equal to bearing it. | 

27. The same paper writes :— peak ee 
Tbe question of the septic tanks is apparently 
not aloaed yet. Hundreds of Hindus represented 
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to Government the danger to the public health caused by the pollution of their 
sacred stream by the water discharged from these tanks, but their repre- 
sentations went unheeded. Of course, a Commiesion of Inquiry duly sat and 
reported on the question, Kut what good has it done tothe Hindu public? 
Has any of their grievances in regard to this question been remedied? At any 
rate, Government should have insisted on the temporary closing of the tanks at 
Kishra and other places pending the pronouncement of a final opinion by the 
Commission. Why Government did nut do so is a point on which the public 
have a right to demand an explanation. The recent outbresk of an epidemic 
of cholera at Rishra and the neighbouring villages affords a fresh opportunity 
of reconsidering the question, The local public attribute this outbreak to the 
existence of septic tanks in their vicinity. It may be that their opinion is 
mistaken; but at any rate it has a claim to be carefully considered by the 
authorities. There is no doubt that these septic tanks are an offence to the 
Hindus in the religious sense; from the point of view of the public health, 
also, very possibly they are an offence. Jf, notwithstanding these considera- 
tions, we find our Government, which professes to be careful of the interests 
of its subjects, refusing to prohibit the use of these tanks, we can only attribute 
it to their bad luck. ; 
28. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 2rd December complains of 
waterescarcity in certain villages in thana Jagat- 
A complaint of water-scareity. ballabhpur in Howrah. It is pointed out that 
during summer the tanks are almost dry, and the water that is available is so 
full of mud as to be unfit for diinking purposes, while in the rains, though 
there is a plentiful supply, it is polluted by the steepings of jute. As a conse- 
quence, cuses of malaria aad cholera frequently occur. An epidemic of cholera 
is reported from the villages of Ranmahal, Kumarpur, Nimabalia and 
Sujaldenghi. An appeal is made to the authorities for measures of relief. 
29. Referring to Mr. Phelps’s proposal for constructing a new Town Hall 
and a Theatre Hall in Calcutta, the Hinds bangavasi 
<—o ee _—_ and [Calcutta | of the 5th December says that the proposal 
would receive its approval and support but for the 
abominable condition of the town. The rate-payers would Sues first clean . 
roads, sufficient supply of light and water, Bara Bazar free from dirt and slime 


during rain, and some reduction in taxation. Town Hall and Theatre should 
come next, 


(f) — Questions affecting the land. 


80. The Bihar Bandhu [Bankipur] of the 1st December has the followivg 

: _ regarding the management of the Surajpura estate 
tat Women tldeee Naurengi in Shahabad, now under the Court of Wards :— 

The present Manager is not only physically 

old but mentally also. The Government should grant him a pension ard send 

somebody else in his place. Babu Naurangi Lal was selected out of three 

persons suggested by us, but unfortunately he has proved a failure. We see 

that the administration of both the estates, viz., Domrano and Surajpura, is 

conducted by our educated natives, but the condition of both the estates is 

growing deplorable. Babu Naurangi Lal should have devised some means ‘to 


a8 off the debts which are rather heavy, though the rate of interest is not 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


31. With reference to the circular of the General Traffic Manager, East 


- __ Indian Railway, urging on railway employés the 
wae pessengers on Indian necessity of looking after the comteat “ol the 
_ passengers, specially of the third class, and giving 
them any help they might require, the Bitar Bandhu [Bankipur] of the lst 
December suggests that the circular should be engraved on a stone slab and put 
up at every station on the railway, and adds that other Companies should alsc 
issue similar circulars to their employés. 
The Bengal and North Westen Railway used goods waggons for the 
conveyance of passengers on the occasion of the last Sonepur fair. 
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(h)— General, 


$2. Referring to the recent creation of a Board of Agriculture for India 

the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 

The new Board of Agriculture (Qaleutta] of the 30th November points out that 

ee | - the public are still in ignorance of the procedure 

of work intended to be adopted by the Board. It still remains to be seen 

whether Government will be content with seeing the Board exist only in name, 
or whether it will insist on its achieving practical results. 

Surprise is expressed at the entire absence of the non-official element from 
the composition of the new Board. It is observed that it requires no great 
measure of intelligence to see that not much good will be done to the country 
at large if the Board contents itself simply with making small boginnings with 
agricultural education in the schools, colleges and laboratories. What is really 
wanted is to make information about practical agricultural improvements avail- 
able to the cultivators. On this ground the absence of non-official members 
from the Board is much to be deplored. The native zamindars possess great 
influence over the cultivator class. And it 1s only through the zamindars that 
the cultivators can be reached. Unless the zamindars, mahajans and talukdars 
could be inspired with a strong zeal for agricultural improvement, general 
agricultural improvement in this country is not to be looked for. ‘I'he cultivators 
are ignorant, and may not always be convinced of the utility of such improve- 
ment. But they are ready to do many things merely at the bidding of their 
gamindars. Such being the case, the expediency of enlisting the support of 
zamindars in the cause of agricultural improvement is quite apparent. At least 
one zamindar should have been given a seat on the new Board. It is regrett- 
able that the principle of official predominance which prevails almost in every 
Government measure should have prevailed even in the selection of members 
for this Board. | 


83. Commenting on the recent appointment of Mr.-F. G. Sly to officiate 

as Inspector-General of Agriculture in India, vice 

Mr. F. G. Sly, the “y A aoe Mr, J. Mollison, who has been granted leave, the 

ng Inspector General of Agrical- same paper remarks that the public are not aware 

| that Mr. Sly possesses any qualifications for work in 

the Agricultural Dapartment. But, of course, to a member of the Civil Service 
nothing is impossible orimpracticable. They are supposed to know everythin 

and to be able to do everything. Possibly the Professorships in the odioal 


Colleges will soon come to berecruited from the same service. Only aman who 


has a thorough knowledge of agricultural science is fit to be Inspector-General 
of Agriculture in India. Mr. Sly may. be an expert in the work of catching 
thieves and dacoits, or in that of sending people to jail, but what qualifications 
does he possess for the headship of the Agricultural Department in India? It 
makes one lose all heart to contemplate the ideas of fitness and unfitness 
entertained by the officials in this country. 


34, The same paper writes: — : 
The most noticeable feature of the present 
policy of Government seems to be to keep the 
people in utter ignorance of what it proposes to do. Whether what is proposed 
to be done be small or great, whether the people have any interest in it or not, 
the rulers never allow the ruled to know anything of the matter before it is an 

accomplished fact. | - 
e Bengalis naturally feel greatly concerned in the proposed partition 
of Bengal, which, if effected, will certainly produce the most revolutionary 
changes in our society. Any such measure would arrest the progress of the 
rising Bengali nation and immensely increase the expenses of administration ; 
the system of administration in fact would be quite ualike that now in force 1n 
Bengal; the changes in educational and social matters in the two provinces 
would be so complete that it would be impossible for the Bengalis in one 
province to realise that they once were the same flesh and blcod with those in 
the other. The Bengalis are really alurmed at the attitude of the rulers. 
How little Government is solicitous about the welfare of the people, how a at 
is willing to consult their wishes and attend to their grievances, appears clear 
from the most ordinary incidents. But it is evidently inconsistent with the 
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principles of a civilized Government and of humanity itself to treat with con- 


tempt the reasonable representations of the governed and to be supremely 
indifferent to their mournful cries. as 

It is now manifest to all persons in this country that the arguments 
advanced by Mr. Risley are quite unsound, and that the real motive of Govern- 
ment is far different from what was set forth in Mr. Risley’s letter. Verily, 
when we find Government trying to hide its real object under this pretext or 
that, we are mortally shocked, It is only natural for one to feel disgusted when 
one finds that the person whose words should be relied upon, is frank neither 
in his professions nor in his attitude. Government surely takes us for ignorant 
creatures devoid of the —, spark of reason, and therefore tries to satisfy 
us with whatever it may choose to declare. a 

The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, in his reply to the 
letter of the Editor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika, distinctly says that Govern- 
ment has received no information from the India Government. But cannot 
the contents of the report which has been sent to the Government of India by 
the Bengal Government be made public? The policy of keeping everything 
secret has now reached its climax. We have no power to stay the hands of 
the all-powerful Government, but this we assert, that to keep a subject people 
in a state of long-continued suspense and restlessness is unworthy of a paternal 
Government. | 


35. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the Ist December publishes a telegram 
which it has received from Muktagetcha in Mymen- 
singh, announcing that over 200 people from 
Bahadurpur and its neighbouring villages assembled in a meeting and resolved 
to petition Government against the proposed partition. The writer quotes the 
following from the Chief Secretary’s letter to the conductors of the Amrita Bazar 
Pairika :— 

“With reference to your letter regarding the proposed partition of Bengal, I can give 
you at present no information. The matter is before the Government of India and not Before 


this Government, and until the Lieutenant-Governor can ascertain what information ‘is 


ovale he can give none. So far he has not received any information which he can make 
public.” 


and observes: — 


This is only the stereotyped reply which the Chief Secretary has given. 
Is Government unaware of the anxiety and alarm of the people? If the 
reports published in the papers regarding the proposed partition be not true, 
Government should say so; if they are even partially true, why should not the 
people be allowed an opportunity of expressing their views? We must say 
that this policy of keeping everything secret is teaching the people to regard 
the actions of Government with suspicion. Politics and religion are different 


The partition question. 


_ things, no doubt. But is politics entirely divorced from moral principles? 


Have not the people a right to ask, what is that policy which sanctions such 
conduct? Is this the policy of distrust adopted by Aurangzeb or the despotic 
pomey, of the Russian Government ? 

here are all sorts of wild rumours afloat, as for instance it is said that 
Arrakan will be separated from Burma and incorporated with the proposed 
new province. Government ought not to countenance rumours which: are 
calculated to make people lose faith init. But the secret will soon out, for 
Lord Curzon is coming. Let the people of Bengal prepare for the struggle. 


36. The Dacca Gazetie [Dacca] of the 5th December criticises the letter of 
Babu Guruganga Aich Chandhuri published in its 


last issue (Report on Native Papers in Bengal of the 
8rd December 1904, paragraph 58) as follows:— 4 — 


A perus:l of the letter of Babu Guruganga Aich Chaudhuri seems to suggest 
that the workings of some very deep and unknown resentment in his heart 
have impelled him to go against the interest of the public. He has associated 
himself with our political discussions too long to know well how the policy 

of “Divide and rule” will oniy serve to keep apart the diverse peoples of 
India and thereby make the political vutlook of the country gloomier than 
ever. In this view the rulers and the ruled concur. We are extremely sorry 


that Babu Chauthuri, although he understands this fact only too well, has yet 
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elected to make this exhibition of short-sightedness, It ° 2. 
shall alge be 7 > ap ‘s united Aig ee 

Mr. Dutt has clearly shewn that the absence of famines ; 
due to the Permanent Settlement. Government has adopted aie aaean 
which have dealt a death-blow to the Permanent Settlement. What guarantee 
is there that this settlement will remain intact in the new province ? What 
has been the fate of Sylhet? Who knows that the Bengalis, unable to meet 
the increased expenditure of the administration, will not become the servants 
of the tea-planters or the menials of the sugar merchants of Mauritius? 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor forbids us to impute motives. 
But if we are to go on knocking at the door without receiving any reply 
we are naturally led to entertain all sorts of fancies. We call upon Babu 
Chaudhuri to think over this aspect of the question. Does he not know that 
the Assam Government has not sufficient funds to manage its own affairs? 
It is therefore a foregone conclusion that the partition of Bengal is a necessity. 
The prospects of the country will begin to be gloomier from the moment the 
partition is effected. This is our firm conviction. 


37. The same paper publiches the following in its 
English columns from a correspondent :— 


The news of the separation of Bengal has ween received ty our political leadets with & 
feeling of dismay. They are now devising meaus of averting what they think to be @ 
national calamity. Some aro advising to renew the agitation with redoubled vigour here as 
well asin Great Britain with a view to influence the British public opinion against the 
execution of the scheme. Before we take any step in either way, we sho: ld think seriously 
on the subject. We should not allow ourselves to be carried away by illusory sentiments. 
We must act most rationally. The argument that the separation of Bengal will effective:y 
stop the growth of our national feeling seems to me based on mere sentiment. Fifty years 
ago, there was not the least trace of national feeling in any part of India. In Bengal 
rather, there was an antagonism between the peoples of eastern and western parts. As 
the people of Eastern Bengal today look upon the people of Assam as much low in the 
scale of civilization and think it inglorious to be united with them under ‘he same adminis- 
tration, so did the people of Western Bengal think the people of Eastern Bengal. Even 
today some of the uneducated people of Western Bengal are so illiberal as to use the 
sneering epithet of Banga to the people of Eastern Bengal, showing thereby that they very 
much look down upon their neighbours. Thanks to English education, the facility of 
communication, the inter-Provincial commerce, the British rule holding an universal sway 
all over India, and, above all, the Congress, havo more than anything else contributed 
and materially helped the growth of a national feeling and have slowly but surely been 
sweeping away the old landmarks of separate nationality. If all these factors remain 
intact, divide India into as many units as may be desirable for administrative convenience ; 
there will be no disturbance of the growth of the national feeling on that account, Barring 
this argument, there is no other argument that can hold water if the administrative 
readjustment be carried out on the line the forecast of which is given to the public. If we 
admit that we gain nothing by the transference, we lose nothing also. So why should we 
be advised to rekindle the smouldering fire of agitation und spend lakhs of rupees for 
nothing? The money thus wasted on a fruitless mission may be most usefully spent in 
encouraging national industry, which surely needs encouragement and support at the hands 
of our political leaders. 


The proposed partition of Bengal, 


Cuanpi Kisorne Kuenari. 


88. Recurring to the subject of the alleged mismanagement of the 
ne Rangoon Government Press under Mr. Sanderson, 
Government Press. Llast noticed in paragraph 60 of the Report 
on Native Papersin Bengal for the week ending 


the Ist October, 1904), the Hitavadi [Coleutte of the 2nd Uecember 
announces that two officers (Messrs. Cogswell and Hydari) have been placed 
on special duty to inquire into and report on Mr. Sanderson’s conduct. The 
ud then goes on to point out that a superior and responsible post like that of 
ress Accountant has changed hands four times during the comparatively short 
eriod of time that Mr. Sanderson has been in charge of the Press. -One of the 
incumbents (Babu Surendra Kumar Banerjee) wasan officer whose work ane 
approbation even fromthe Local Government. As regards the inferior pe y, +. 
there is no counting the number of-clerks who have come and gone ype. , 
last two years. The post of Accountant 1s now advertised vacant an = a 
salary of Rs. 175—20'. Yet no suitable candidate of experience has app 7 or 
it. ‘his points to a belief in the public mind as tothe insecurity of the tenure 


of any office under Mr. Sanderson, And the recent case of Mr Reynolds will 
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go to strengthen this belief. This Mr. Reynolds formerly “appeared as‘ the 
adviser and favourite of Mr. Sanderson, but has now been unfortunate enongh 
to incur his ill-will and has been placed under suspension on acharge of general 
incompetence. Similarly, Surendra Babu, the Accountant above mentioned, 
once obtained a certificate of merit from Mr, Sanderson, but was subsequently 
dismissed by the same officer for incompetence. 

It is rumoured that Mr. Sanderson recently applied for a hundred 
compoxitors from Calcutta. This suggests the necessity of inquiring into the 
number «f compositors who have left service under Mr. Sanderson, and ulso as to 
the reasons which led them to do so. 

Further, it is stated that a certain paper-testing machine which was bought 
for the use of the Press is now lying in the private premises of Mr. Sanderson. 

Paragraph 26, page 16 of the Burma Press Manual requires that all 
articles imported under the sanction of the Secretary of State shall be duly 
entered in the “‘ Day book of printing materials received” ; but the purchase of 
this machine does not appear to have been so recorded at all. ‘There is nothing 
therefore to show that the machine, which was purchased at Government 
expense, is Government property. Enauiry should be made as to what use has 
been made of the machine, as also of the quantity of acids, etc., which was 
bought along with it. = 

39. A-correspondent of the Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 3rd December 

, e complains of the inconvenience caused to the local 
poe Complaint agrinst the Branch pyblic by the Branch Postmaster of Searsole. 

mapa sender cee vse refusing to sell stamps, post-cards, etc., to the public 
in the morning. He closes his office at 8 in the morning and reopens it 
in the afternoon at 3. It is pointed out that buying stamps, etc., in the 
afternoon is a practical impossibility to business men, for at that time they are 
mostly confined to their own offices, 

40. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca) of the 4th December complains that, 
owing to the irregularity of the Goalundo-Narain- 
ganj steamer service, the mails from Calcutta often 
reach Dacca very late. Such irregularity causes great inconvenience to the 
public. Again, letters from Bikrampur, Faridpur, Barisal and other places are 
one day late in reaching Dacca town. Formerly letters used to be delivered at 
Dacca thrice during the day, but now the delivery of letterstakes place only twice. 
The Steamer Company is responsible for the delay which is often made by the 
steamer from Goalundo carrying the mails in reaching Narainganj. During 
the month of October last the Goalundo steamer was late on the followimg 
dates :— 8th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 19th, 27th, and 30th; and during November 
lust it was late on the 38rd, the 5th, the 24th, the 25th and the 27th. It is 
regrettable that the Deputy Postmaster-General of Dacca is indifferent to the 
matter. Unless the Steamer Company is held responsible for any irregularity 
that may occur, there can be no hope of any change for the better. At 
any rate, the Deputy Postmaster-General should arrange for the delivery of 
letters morning and evening at Dacca as heretofore, which will ensure the 
delivery of the Calcutta mails before sunset. 

41. A correspondent complains in the same paper that considerable 
inconvenience is caused to the inhabitants of 
Biralia, a village about six or seven miles from Savar, 
by the irregularity in the delivery of letters by a peon from the Savar post 
office. The letter-box in the village is not cleared regularly. The establish- 
ment of a post office at Biralia would remove the inconvenience complained 
of. The villagers are prepared to bear the initial charges for the opening of 
a post office at the village. The attention of the Deputy Postmaster-General 
is drawn to the matter. 

42. The Chinsura Vartavaha [Chinsura| of the 4th December writes of 


, eS r. T. Inglis, the Commissioner of Burdwan, 
of art: login the Commicnionse si under orders of tranater . to Dacca, in the 
following terms :— 

Mr. Inglis has acquired a good name throughout the entire Division for 
his amiability and kindness. He was always accessible tothe natives. l-very- 
body could approach him without let or hindrance, He had always an 
attentive ear for any complaints that anybody bad to make to bim, and a 


A postal complaint. 
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willing hand to remove them. How many Civilians are there nowadays 
who possess such excellent qualities? Theentire Division, irrespective of party, 
mourns his approaching departure. May God grant him long life and 
happiness. 
oe IV.—Native StaTes. : 
43. Referring to the tour of His Excellency Lord Ampthill in Kashmj 
: the Bihar Bandhu ( Bankipur] of the Ist Deosaba? 
observes :— | 
It is our good fortune that His Excellency enjoyed his recreation in 
Kashmir. We have our doubts as to His Excellency having been able to make 
his innocent friend the Maharaja happy. We are awaiting the issue of these 
expressions of old friendship, and although we believe that a master’s advent to 
his servant’s house means happiness to the latter, the fact that the beautiful 
scenery of Kashmir reminded His Excellency of the visits of the Moghul 
Emperors to that valley in the seveneenth and eighteenth centuries is creating 
misgivings in our minds. 


Lord Ampthill’s visit to Kashmir. 


V.—Prospecrs oF THe Crops AND Conpition oF THE PEoPLE, 


44, A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 29th 
November draws attention to the almost total 
ae damage to the cropsin failure of the crops in Burdwan. It is reported 
— that an outturn of two annas is as wuch as can be 
reasonably expected. In the earlier part of the season, the rains were plentiful 
and this gave-gveat hopes of a bumper crop. But the almost total cessation of 
the rains in the latter part of the season has completely destroyed all such 
hopes The price of grain is. already rising. ‘The supply of straw also has 
suffered owing to lack of timely rain. The cultivators are quite at a loss where 
to find means to satisfy the claims of the mahajan and the zamindar. 


VI.—:- MISCELLANEOUS. 


45 The Aryavarta [Ranchi] of the 26th November thinks that bad times 
_ are still in store for poor Indians, as they are being 
The doors to higher education deprived of the only means of earning a. living. 
and emigration closed against ., . . . 
Indians. hitherto open tc them, viz., education and employ- 
ment, A ray of hope hadcome into their hearts with 
the advent of the berign and justice-loving rule of the British, but to our 
misfortune that hope has not been realised. ‘hey relied on education being 
the means of ameliorating their condition, but an axe has been laid at its very 
root, and it will not be available to the Indians any more. | 
The other means of subsistence wasemployment in manual labour, but there 
is no demand for it, as there are no industries in the country to employ the poor 
people who were thus obliged to emigrate to Africa and other distant places, 
disregarding all social and religious considerations. But ill-luck was at their 
heels even there, The white colonists of those countries raised such a hue and 
cry against their free admission into the colonies that the British Government 
had to enact strict laws against it, This has been the result of a strong protest 
- of the great men there. What are we to say now about such race distinctions? 
Is this the essence of the Christian religion or the justice of the British 
Government? | eee 
_ But what are weto do, when our native Princes and Chiefs are so indifferent 
in the matter? Had they been alive to the interest of the masses, we would 
not have had to look up to foreigners for a morsel of food. 
46. The Furidpur Aitaishini “Faridpur| of the 30th November has the 
The modern} Christian at'onk following :— | 
of Europe. i The Christian nations of Europe have forgotten 
oe | the teachings of Jesus Christ. They are DOW 
Christians only in name, and have mirsed the goal of true Christians. Their 
success in aggressive wars in which miillions of human beings have —_ 
mercilessly killed, has so much increased their pride that they hate all people 
except Europeans as mere babarians. Some of them advocate the total eget 
ion of non-European peoples and believe that the Asiatics are only fit to be their 
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_ They believe that they are the only masters of these Asiatic countries 
heh are, =f it were, widen vanes. According to them, God gave all the 
good things to these countries only for the enjoyment of the Europeans. ‘ They 
forget that even Lord Jesus was born in Asia. os Pea 

It is devoutly to be wished that barbarous as the Asiatics are, they ma 
remain quite aloof from the so-called civilized Christians. Let the Asiatics 
remain in darkness and shun the “ light” of Europeans. 


P BU, 47. Referring to the ensuing session of the National Congress in Bombay, 
ye . the Bihar Bandhu [Bankipur] of the Ist Deowabe, 
Defecta in the programme of the bserves :— } 

Indian National Genaeees. ODSETV6S - ° eee 
The Congress has omitted two very important 


subjects from its progamme, viz., the ill-treatment of the native Chiefs b 
Government and the compulsory increase of the Imperial Service troops at the 
i cost of the native States. These Chiefs are mere puppets in the hands of the 
[ f Politicals and have hardly any authority. Their condition is no better than 
if that of a common British subject. The Government warts to inceease the 
| Army for the purpose of defence, but is not inclined to spend a single shell, 
and has therefore shifted the burden from its own shoulders to that of the poor 
: native Princes. It is hoped the Congress will bring this state of things to the 
aa notice of the Government. 
4 } Bina Baxpav. 48. In noticing the death of Lord Northbrook onthe 15th November 
1 : last, the same paper contrasts the administration 


Ry card — a and of the former with that of Lord Curzcn, as 


follows :-— 

Although the administration of Lord Northbrook and Lord Curzon are 
equally momentous, there isa wide contrast between the two if the principles 
underlying them be considered. The policy of the one was the doing of good 
to the Todas, that of the other the doing of good to the English. 

The former deposed the Maharaja of Bareda only from his guddé ; the latter 

-has done the same with half a dozen. Only asingle Commission was appointed 
to sit in the time of the former; Commissions have been the order of the day 
in the time of the latter. Lord Northbrook took to task a Political who 
oppressed any native Chief; Lord Curzon instigates him to do so. 

In 1863 A,D. the armies of both India and England were combined and 
the burden of expenditure on India greatly increased ; but, after careful con- 
sideration, the arrangement was cancelled; but no attention is paid to the 
wailings of India now. 

Income-tax used to be remitted on seeing the people in debt and no 
municipal tax was Jevied in those days, but it is now recovered by the sale of even 
wearing apparel and cooking utensils, The oppressive operation of Sir Jamés 
Stephens’ Criminal Procedure Code made Lord Northbrook to repeal that law, 
but opportunity is now sought to enforce it. Lord Northbrook alleviated the 
sufferings of the people by spending nine crores of rupees during the famine of 
j the seventies, but crores were spent on the last Delhi Durbar at a time when the 
: i condition of the people and the Princes was simply pitiable, in order to show the 
: atness of Britain, and the country, in spite of facts, was declared in a specch 

7 ie lappy and prosperous. J.ord Northbrook invited the present Emperor, the then 

i | heir-apparent to the throne, to India, and showed him every courtesy and 


iba Connaught and younger brother of His Majesty to a chair like a common 
ne guest, showed himself as being the Emperor of India. In short, Lord North- 
ie rook was in many respects a much better ruler than Lord Curzon. 


seid ililahaida 49. The Hinds Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 5th December is alarmed to 
eM a learn the intention of the British Government in 
Seatend. rmiee to recalling its naval forces from the various colonies 


oe and also the land forces from Egypt to take part 
eg in a great military display in England at a time when Po a have Sore 
We sent to Persia and Afghanistan and when the frontiers of India are being 


strengthened, 
_— Swapesi, 00. ‘The Swadesi [Barisal] of the 6th December, in noticing the general 
Deo, 6th, 170, | i pony now exhibited for holding mélas or fairs 


various parts of the mufassal, points out the 
denger to the public morals which these gatherings constitute, ‘The nature of 


honour, but Lord Curzon having relegated His Royal Highness the Duke of ° 


< 
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the amusements provided at these mélas puts a premium on the em loyment of 
prostitutes. Fvil-minded men are: set to work to ransack while villages 
to procure girls for employment on these occasions. These gatherings 
are therefore ges | responsible for fare. hundreds of girls and indirec 
many school-boys. It would be better if, discouraging amusements,. efforts 
were made to utilise these gatherings to improve aericulture and. the 


indigenous arts. 


Uriya Papers. 


51. The Uriya and — ai fae wo ’ the 23rd November mourns 
, the demise of the Rani of Athmallik, which took 
Death of the Rani of Athmallik. ace on the 10th November. Other native papers 
also notice the sad occurrence and offer consolation to the Raja in 
various Ways. 3 
52. ‘The Kharda correspondent of the same paper states that rinder- 
st is raging in that part of the Puri district and 
as killed many animals. 
53. According to the same correspondent, the outturn of the early paddy 
is poor and the state of the Sarada paddy and 
other crups is not hopeful, 
£4, The Puri correspondent of the same paper reports that about 2,000 
ern pilgrims, most of whom are Uriyas, visit the sacred 
The Panchak festival et Su. ~~ temple of Jagannath every day and thereby add 
to the grandeur of the Panchak festival, It is therefore fortunate that 
Puri is free from any infectious disease, though fever and cold seem to have 
prevailed there for a short period. 
55. Referring to the statement made in the Medini Bandhab newspaper 
Z that it is under consideration to divide the 
ian aataaca partition of Midnapore district into two parts, the same paper 
_— | suggests that the part containing the Contai sub- 
division of that district should be transferred to the Balasore district. 
56. Referring to the admirable defence of Port Arthur by General 
ser Stoessel, the same paper breaks out into a solemn 
The defence of Fort Arthur. = rhapsody over the valour of the Russian heroes, 
who are determined to defend the port at any cost. 
57. Referring to the transfer of the Land 
The transfer of the Lond Regi Registration Department from Bhadrak to Balasore, 
tration Department trom fnacre« the same paper points out that the people of 
Bhadrak do not like the arrangement. e 
58. In noticing the advent of the Kabulis with their clothes and 
a kite a te other merchandise in the interier of the Balasore 
. ee district, the same paper requests that the local 
authorities should always have a sharp eye on their dealings with the simple 
villagers, who are often cheated and tyrannised over by the turbulent traders 
on various Dongs 
59. The same paper agrees with its contemporary of the Prajabandhu that 
i i ak the Rameswar temple on the southern extremity 
India. mpm" of India instead of being throughly dismantled and 
| replaced should be repaired only, so as to preserve 
its identity as an ancient and sacred monument of rare architectural beauty 
and style, and bopes that the Madras authorities will act up to the suggestion. 
60, The same paper warns the people of Orissa against the machinations 
en-delahinn eine We of foreign traders who are making the best use of 
—— their persuasive art to introduce tea as an article 
of food into every family in the Province. Cheap packets of tea for sale or 
distribution with their numberless advertisements are only so many attempts 
to attract the observer and to induce him to buy an article which he does not 
want at all. | | ; 
61. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 26th November thanks Mr. M. 8S. 


“Das, c.1+., of Cuttack, for his assiduous endeavour 
‘The Utkal Union Conference in establishing branches of the Utkal Union Confer- 


ond Mr. M. 8. Das. ence in different parts of Orissa. 


Rinderpest in Puri. 


The condition of the crops. 
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62. The same paper says that a female poet, by name Srimati Anna. 
ei aired, of Barakhemundi in Ganjam, has come to 


A rising Uriya female poet. the front and has published charming verses that 


are captivating the public mind. RO ean 
63. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 24th November contains a 
favourable notice of a monthly paper named 
The Jagadis Samachar. = = Jagadis Samachar published at Puri in the Hindi 
language. It is published in Hindi because it is addressed to the motley 
groups of pilgrims who visit the temple of Jagannath from all parts of India 
and for whom Hindi is the ltngua franca. on 
64, The same paper regrets to find that inhuman punishments are often 
: _ inflicted by Forest officers on the people of 
Peary on: | aga officers 10 Athmallik State, who happen to infringe the 
forest rules that are in force in that State, The 
writer relates how a Forest officer bound with ropes the hands of a timber- 
cutter, who had trespassed into a reserve forest, and put live charcoal on the 
palm of both his hands till they were burnt, thereby causing excruciating 
pain to the poor man, who has appealed to the Raja of that State against 
the inhuman treatment. 
65, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th November reports that 
there is no prospect of rain and that the weather 


The weather. te eld. 
66. The same paper states that the general 
chenmccees uals amu health of the Cuttack town is good. — 


67. The same paper is sorry to notice the death of Lord Northbrook, 
who was reputed to be one of the best Governors- 
Death of Lord Northbrook. General of India. : 

68. The Jagatsingpur correspondent of the same paper states that the 
weather is becoming colder and that the harvest- 
ing of paddy continues. 

69. The samo correspondent states that the office of the Jagatsingpur 

The Sub-Registrar of Jagat Sub-Registrar needs a little looking after, as the 
singpur. amla under that officer are not paid regularly. 

70. According to the Jajpur correspondent of the same paper, the 
ortion of the Kharsua river between Guhali and 
urilo is so infested with crocodiles that hardly 
@ man or woman finds it practicable to use the river-water. Three of the 
animals are said to have killed several head of cattle and some men and 
women. 

71. A correspondent of the same paper says that the construction of an 

ame oe i embankment on the southern bank of the Baitarni 
ment onthe Baitarm river, -~s iver ~ has exposed the lands on the northern 

bank from Jajpur to Chandbali to floods and that, 
a8 @ cOnsequence, crops are washed away, causing great loss to the culti- 


Tho weather and the crops. 


Crocodiles in the Kharsua river. 


vators, whose resources are very poor. As this state of things has continued 


for the last ten years, it is time for the local authorities to remove the evil 
without delay. | 
72. The Calcutta correspondent of the same paper says that a monster 

Tin ids: tee ‘Gate Te of the Uriyas was held at Cossipore in 
among the Uriyas in Caloutta. Calcutta in connection with the Utkal Union 
Conference and that it was attended by about 

five hundred Uriyas. Mr. M.S. Das, c.1.2., and Babu srikrishna Mahapatra 
made themseives conspicuous by their speeches, while the liberality of 


Babu Purna Chandra Saha contributed in no smal] degree to the success of. 


the meeting. It was pleasant to see the scattered Uriya units of Calcutta 

mculded into a solid phalanx by the magic wand of patriotism, infused isto 
them by emissaries from the Utkal Union Conference, Cuttack. 

73. The same papor states that S — of the Utkal Union Conference 

es . Was established at Keonjhur with the Maharaja 

Pe. ree ‘ee mono Keonjhur as its Pessidicas and his Dewan, Babu 

Gopal Ballabh Das, as its Vice-President. It was 


resolved to establish branches of the Uonfarense tn ee f 
that State. 6 10 every subdivision 0 


« j ’ » 
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-. 94, After comparing = —— . of wsstingy 6 in, the. jails of Bengal for 
i ia) hie ew. years, the same r. comes to th 

_ Mortality in Bengal jails. conclusion that the reduced rate of mortality emang 
prisoners redounds to the credit of the Jail Department, ace pats 

75. The same paper —— its. pepe arg to a description of a 

3 misunderstanding as grown up. between the 

are eet eee socatiee tor | Utkal Union Conference, headed by Mr. M. 8. Das, 

the promotion of Scientific and o13x., and the Calcutta Industrial aud Science 

Industrial Education ia India. Association, headed by Babu Jogendra Chandra 

Ghose, the reason of the difference lying in the fact that the Calcutta Associa- 

tion failed to recognise the status of the Cuttack Association. The writer 

laments this unfortunate rupture between the Bengali and Uriya patriots that 

has fomented bitter race-feeling between the Uriya and Bengali residents of 

Cuttack. 


76. Referring to the presidential address of Dr. Whitehead, the Bishop 

of Madras, at the prize distribution meeting ofa 

Bishop bedhgpe ai ‘= - local school, in which he compared the education 

_ maven Ome "and general progress of the Indians with those of 

the Japanese, the same paper observes that the 

remarks of the Bishop are very true, and that the responsibility for the present 

deplorable condition of the Indians rests entirely with the educated classes, 

who have fuiled to conquer the prejudices and narrow-mindedness of their 
fellow-countrymen. 


77. The same paper approves of the remarks which the Gaekwar of 
a odode lente Baroda made in connection with the proposed intro- 
tion in the Puritemple. —-~—~-« Auction of electric light into the sacred precincts of 
the Puri temple on the occasion of His Highness’ 
late visit to Puri, and observes that the Gaekwar was justified in stating that 
the god Jagannath was more to be seen by the help of internal than external 
light. Anincrease in the number of ghee or oil lamps will meet all practical 
difficulty. It is inadvisable to encourage foreign commodities, which the 
temple servants have not yet learnt to handle properly. Besides, the odori- 
ferous scent of ghee is more pleasant than the bitter smell of gaseous 
substances. 


Assam Papers. 


78. The Sichar (Cachar] of the 20th November is glad that the Assam 
Government has approved of its suggestion that at 
least one Police Sub-Inspector, two head-constables, 
and nine or ten constables should be appointed from 


among the Manipuris in Cachar to the Cachar police force, as the number of 
thieves and robbers among them is considerable, 


79, The same paper suggests that the primary school building at Salchupra 

should be supplied with timber posts and wooden 

an school at Bal- doors. The primary school at Barnirmookh should 
be incorporated with the Salchupra school. 

80. The same paper says Oot, ovis to the new rail wey omgee™ 

the work of the Salchupra post office has greatly 

The Selehogee pert ele increased. The salary ‘a the Branch Postmaster 

should therefore be enhanced to at least Rs. 20. 


81. In continuation of its remarks in a previous issue (Report on Native 
ee Papers of the 19th November 1904, paragraph 67) 
PI in the Assam roserre the game paper observes as follows :— 

As we have already recommended, the present 
rules regarding tenants intending to form busts in the reserve forests in 
Assam should be relaxed a little. Under the present conditions the Bengalis, 
Manipuris, and the mirasdars in Cachar will never agree to reside in the forests. 
Even the hill tribes hesitate to build houses in the forests, as these tribes, the 
Kukis and the Nagas, who were allowed to jhoom freely at the time when the 
reserves were first created (only the boundaries of the lands being fixed), were 
afterwards expelled from their punjis through the indecision of the Forest office, 


Manipuris in Cachar to be taken 
into the police force. 
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Only the tea-garden coolies are willing to reside in the forests, and two com- 
panies of them are said to have already obtained-saoction to do so. It is not 
imposible to plant cooly bustis in the forests. But this arrangement’ will 
injure the tea-gardens, and the planters will raise objection to.it..| We therefore 
think it necessary to warn the authorities in time against forming cooly busts. 
The authorities should grant mirasdari rights and wages for the ten days the 
are now required to render begar service, and the rate of rent should be fixed, 
to induce intending tenants to settle in the forests. They. should be allowed to 
cut-such trees as would be likely to inconvenience them and injure their crops. 
The Forest officer should see the intending tenants and make himself acquainted 
with their wants and wishes, and try to remove all the inconveniences and 
obstacles which stand in the way of their making dbuséie, 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Bengal Translator. 
BenGatt TRANSI.ATOR’S OFFICE, i . 
The 10th December 1904. 


